
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

BC Nature Guide Contest - Deadline extended! | July 31 2020 
The BC Nature guide website identifies notable nature locations 
around British Columbia, though many interesting locations are 
not yet identified on the site. There are two prizes for clubs and 
club members: one of $500 and one of $1500. Please see page 
25 of the Summer 2020 BC Nature Magazine for more 
information on the contest before contacting  info@bcnature.ca 
to request a template of the information sheet.   

Birds Canada 2020-21 Calendar Photo Contest | Deadline 
August 7 2020 
Canada Birds is inviting photographers (novices and professionals 
alike!) to participate in sharing your bird photos, where contest 
winners will be featured in the 2020-21 calendar, and will 
receive 3 copies of the calendar and a one-year subscription to 
BirdWatch Canada. Photos can be submitted on the webpage or 
on social media using the hashtag #BirdsCanada21.  Click here to 
be taken to the event page.  

  

 

 July 2020  

 

Fall Magazine 

article submissions? 

Interested in writing an 
article for the BC 
Nature magazine? We 
are looking for more 
nature-based articles to 
be published in the Fall 
2020 Magazine. Please 
email 
manager@bcnature.ca 
for inquiries and 
submissions. Please 
note the deadline for 
article submissions is 
August 15th.   
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July at the BC Nature office  

 

Hello! My name is Karoline, I'm the summer intern and 
administrative assistant at the BC Nature office in North 
Vancouver. I'm the one who's been behind the social media, 
putting together the eNews, and answering some emails and 
phone calls in the office.  

Born and raised in North Vancouver, I have grown up surrounded 
by the mountains, forests, and oceans, and undoubtedly gained 
a deep appreciation for the interconnectedness of nature. How 
can one grow up in British Columbia and not be passionate 
about its spectacular natural environment? In 2020, I 
graduated from Capilano University with a Bachelor's degree in 
Liberal Studies, an interdisciplinary program where I was able to 
focus my studies on some of my passions: environmentalism, 
sustainability, history, and geography! I also have an Associate's 
of Arts in Global Stewardship from Capilano, a program designed 
around classroom study, public engagement, and service 
learning to equip students with the knowledge and skills to 
effect change in their communities. Becoming BC Nature's 
summer intern has been a dream come true, as I had hoped t o 

get a job in the environmental field post-graduation, but Covid made the chances of this 
happening seem slim... In my future career, I hope to earn a Master's in the climate change, 
environmental science, and policy scene to continue advocating for environmental justice and 
education. 

In my spare time, I enjoy traveling, watching documentaries (check out some of my 
recommendations below!), spending time outdoors with my friends and my dog Lucy, testing out 
new vegan dishes (and sometimes failing... but it's the effort that counts!), hiking, playing guitar, 
and listening to music.  

 



BC Wildlife News 

Saanich Motion to Ban Rodenticides Passed Unanimously. 
Great news for BC owls! On July 13th, the municipality of 
Saanich passed a motion to ban second generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) at Saanich-owned 
facilities, following the lead of the District of North 
Vancouver. You can find more information at Owl Watch BC's 
Facebook page. 

  

White-throated Sparrow change their tune from 3 notes to 
2. Researchers from the University of Northern British 
Columbia have found that the white-throated sparrow's tune has changed. Ken Otter, a biology 
professor at UNBC, says the phenomenon is because male sparrows arrive in new locations singing 
their own tune, and soon enough those in the location pick up on the song. Otter says: "it's like 
somebody from Australia arriving in Toronto and people saying, 'hey, that sounds really cool,' 
mimicking an Australian accent and then after 10 years everybody in Toronto has an Australian 
accent."  Click here t o be taken to the CBC News article with the song variation.  

  

Port Hardy becomes Bear Smart! The Bear Smart programming encourages communities to take 
preventative conservation measures to reduce conflicts with bears.The goal is to address the 
cause of human-bear conflicts, which in turn reduces risks to human safety and reduces the 
number of bears that need to be destroyed. Port Hardy joins eight other communities who have 
Bear Smart status: Kamloops, Coquitlam, New Denver, Port Alberni, Naramata, Lions Bay, 
Squamish, and Whistler. Click here to learn more about the Bear Smart Community Program and 
about implementing it in your community.   

  

Flood infrastructure along the Fraser River blocks 1500km of fish habitat. When nearby creek 
levels get high, pumps turn on to move water into the Fraser river to prevent flooding. But, while 
water gets sucked into the pumps, so do fish and amphibians. Other flood infrastructure, like 
dikes and floodgates, block fish passageways and can make spawning grounds unreachable.  Click 
here to read The Narwhal's article.  

  

BC's carbon emissions increased 3.5% in 2018. Between 2017 and 2018, British Columbia's 
annual carbon emissions increased from 63.3 to 65.5 million tonnes, an increase of 3.5%. Sierra 
Club BC reflects on the necessity of a green recovery plan in a post-COVID economy. Click here to 
read Sierra Club BC's article.  

  

Salish Sea's endangered killer whales studied amid quietest ocean in '3 or 4 decades'.  With 
COVID-19 came a reduction in marine traffic, a much-needed break for the Southern Resident 
killer whale population, whose numbers, in December 2019, were at 73. Oceans Canada notes, " 
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the anticipation is that the quieter environment will help the killer whales in communicating, in 
socializing, in navigating and most importantly, in finding food". Click here to read Global News' 
article. 

    

 

National Wildlife News 

Canada joins Global Ocean Alliance. The Government of 
Canada has committed to working towards protecting 30% of our 
ocean by 2030. Alex Barron, the National Director of CPAWS' 
Ocean Program says that international agreements and 
multinational cooperation on ocean protection "are vital for 
achieving real, on-the-water conservation".  Click here for the 
CPAWS article. 

  

Canada's Recovery Strategy for the Loggerhead Sea Turtle. 
The Loggerhead Sea Turtle is one of six species of hard-shelled 
marine turtles. Loggerheads in Atlantic Canadian waters are 
thought to belong solely to the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
Distinct Population Segment (DPS); there are nine DPSs globally. 
Human threats to the Loggerhead includes noise pollution, 
coastal development, fisheries bycatch and entanglement, and 
climate change. Click here to find Canada's recovery strategy for 
the Loggerhead Sea Turtle.  

  

Ontario restores Environmental Bill of Rights after its suspension in early April. The 
Environmental Bill of Rights, 1994, has been restored after its suspension in April. While 
emergency measures were put in place to protect Ontarians during the pandemic, the suspension 
of the bill raised concerns over the public's knowledge of environmental projects and reduced 
their ability to weigh in on environmental decisions.  Click here to learn more about the Bill. 
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Podcasts, Films, & Articles 

With COVID, many of us undoubtedly have to spend more 
time inside, away from our friends and family than 

normal. Need something to do for indoor entertainment 
these days? Here are a few of Karoline's favourite 

podcasts and documentaries, and select articles sent in 
to BC Nature to cure any Covid-boredom.  

  

Podcasts: 

• CBC, 2050 Degrees of Change: By 2050, it is 
estimated that BC's average yearly temperature 
will have risen by 2.5 C. CBC Meteorologist Johanna Wagstaffe narrates a journey into the 
future to experience our world, a few decades from now, impacted by climate change. 
Click here to be taken to the podcast site.  

• Nature Conservancy Canada: BC Nature members are undoubtedly passionate about 
British Columbia's incredible natural environment. This podcast takes listeners on a trip 
across Canada to hear conservation stories from Canadians working to protect nature from 
coast to coast. Click here to be taken to the podcast site.  

• BBC Radio 4, Costing the Earth: These half-hour podcast episodes are perfect for learning 
about different aspects of environmentalism in different corners of the globe. With 
commentary on current issues (like Covid), the host interviews experts around the world 
on a wide variety of topics. Click here to be taken to the podcast site.  

• Good Together: Ethical, Eco-Friendly, Sustainable Living: Curious about a minimal waste 
lifestyle? This podcast features daily, actionable tips to help you live more sustainably. 
Click here to be taken to the podcast site.  

• Rocky Point Bird Observatory, Bird Babble: A podcast by volunteers of the Rocky Point 
Bird Observatory located in Victoria, BC. This podcast focuses on the birds, banding, 
programs and people who volunteer with the observatory. Click here to be taken to the 
podcast site.  

  

Videos & Films: 

• Northern Grease (2014): A documentary that blends the rush of snowboarding and surfing 
with story-telling of the threats of fossil fuel expansion in Northern communities. The 
adventure leads the crew to communities on the front lines of resource extraction, from 
the Alberta tar sands, to a front line Indigenous blockage in the Tl'abane, an area 
commonly known as the Sacred Headwaters.  Northern Grease tells a story of young 
snowboarders and surfers learning the real social and environmental impacts of resource 
extraction. Through humour, adventure and an evolving critical perspective, Northern 
Grease depicts the often untold stories of those on the front lines. Click here for a link to 
watch Northern Grease.  

• Great Bear Rainforest (2019):  Hidden from the outside world, the Great Bear Rainforest 
is one of the wildest places left on Earth. Found on British Columbia's remote coast, it is 
the last intact temperate rainforest in the world - a place protected by Indigenous people 
for millennia. While this is only available in IMAX at the moment (at Science World in 
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Vancouver and IMAX Victoria in Victoria), take a look at the other videos, photos, 
interviews with the filmmakers, and educational materials on the site. Click here to be 
taken to the website.  

• B.C. from Sea to Sky (2020):  This CBC Short Film takes us through the seasons in the Sea 
to Sky region. Filmmaker Brent Hodge says, "I wanted to highlight the nature we have on 
our doorstep in this beautiful province... if there is a silver lining in our current situation, 
it may be that this time of uncertainty represents an opportunity to renew our 
connections to the people we love, our communities, and to nature."  Click here to be 
taken to the CBC News article website with a series of videos portraying BC throughout the 
changing seasons.  

• The Memory of Fish (2016): Dick Goin and his family have been fed by the Elwha River's 
salmon since migrating to Washington's Olympic Peninsula during the Dust Bowl. Dick has 
never forgotten his debt to the fish — who have been steadily disappearing. A pulp mill 
worker and master fisherman turned salmon advocate, Dick uses his memories and 
persistence to battle for the biggest dam removal project in U.S. history. Click here to be 
taken to the website.  

• Ghost Nets: Ghost Nets follows commercial diver Bourton Scott and his crew as they 
travel through the B.C. Gulf Islands in search of marine debris and discarded fishing gear 
that is destroying marine wildlife. Click here to be taken to the CBC film website.  

  

Articles: 

  

• Contribution of Wild Foods to Diet, Food Security, and Cultural Values Amidst Climate 
Change. Smith et al. J Agriculture Food Systems, Community Development.  Link.  

• Delineating greater ecosystems around protected areas to guide conservation. 2020. 
Belote and WIlson. Conserv Sci and Practice. Link.  

• Ecological worldview, attitudes, and visitors’ behaviour: a study of front-country 
campers. 2020. Moghimehfar et al. J Ecotourism. Link. 

• Edible and Medicinal Flora of the West Coast: BC and the PNW. 2020. Varner. Heritage 
House Publishing. Link. 

• From Competition to Cooperation: A History of Canada-US National Park Relations. 
Young et al. Environ and History. Link. 

• Health impact analysis of PM2.5 from wildfire smoke in Canada (2013–2015, 2017–
2018). 2020. Matz et al. Sci Total Environ 725.  Link. 

• Suitability of Natural Areas for Representing Ecological Change in the Pacific 
Northwest. Massies et al. Natural Areas J. Link. 

• The Dispassionate Observer and the Grieving Environmental Scientist. Attanasio. 
2019. Integrated Environmental Assessment and Management. Link.  

• Understanding Hope and What it Means for the Future of Conservation. Park et al. 
2020. Biological Conservation. Link.  

• Wellbeing from Woodland: A Critical Exploration of Links Between Trees and Human 
Health. 2020. Goodenough and Waite. Palgrave Macmillan.  Link.  

  

Want to learn more? Check out the 'Research' tab on our website for more information on a 
variety of nature topics.  
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We'd like to hear from you! 

Do you have any topic suggestions for BC Nature's monthly 
eNews? Any input for what you'd like to see in future 
eNews editions? Information you would like to share with 
BC Nature members across the province?  

Something I hear our social media following ask for is 
more information about what BC Nature members are 
doing for conservation. Got any photos of you and club 
members doing club activities, or participating in 
conservation or environmental projects in your area? Even 
if they're from an earlier time when COVID wasn't a 
restriction on events, we'd love to share on our social 
media pages (with permission to post) to raise awareness 
about BC Nature and member clubs! 

Please contact communications@bcnature.ca to send 
photos or information. 

 

Social media 

Want to hear from BC Nature on the daily? Follow us on social media! 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bcnature2006 
Find us on Instagram: @bcnature_ 
Find us on Twitter: @BCNature 

All photos by Betty Davison and Karoline Moore.  

 

 

mailto:communications@bcnature.ca?subject=RE%3A%20Club%20Activities
https://www.facebook.com/bcnature2006

